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Individual factors Relationship

Family factors
Community factors Social factors 



Individual factors Community factors 

Individual factors – Abuser

1. Young age

2. Low level of education;

3. Witnessing or experiencing violence 

as a child;

4. Harmful use of alcohol and drugs;

5. Personality disorders;

6. Acceptance of violence (e.g. feeling it 

is acceptable for a man to beat his 

partner) 

7. Past history of abusing partners.

Individual factors  - Woman Victim 

1. Low level of education;

2. Exposure to violence between 

parents;

3. Sexual abuse during childhood;

4. Acceptance of violence; 

5. Exposure to other forms of prior abuse



Relationship

Family factors

Relationship  Family factors

1. Conflict or dissatisfaction in the 

relationship;

2. Male dominance in the family;

3. Economic stress;

4. Man having multiple partners 

5. Disparity in educational attainment, 

i.e. where a woman has a higher level 

of education than her male partner 



Individual factors Relationship

Family factors
Community factors Social factors 

Community and societal factors

1. Gender-inequitable social norms 

(especially those that link notions 

of manhood to dominance and 

aggression);

2. Poverty;

3. Low social and economic status of 

women;

4. Lack of women’s civil rights, 

including restrictive or inequitable 

divorce and marriage laws;

5. Weak community sanctions 

against IPV;

6. Broad social acceptance of 

violence as a way to resolve 

conflict; 

7. Armed conflict and high levels of 

general violence in society.
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